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the first nourishment of which I partook was
some raw wheat from a sack, which, swelling in
the stomach, had nearly proved fatal to me.
When I lay down at Kosseir I was imable to
rise again, or to support the weight of my body,
from the wounded state of my swoln and lace-
rated feet* A mutiny of the soldiery, and a
general commotion among the people here,
rendered it impossible to obtain a passage by sea
from hence to any part of the opposite coast;
besides which, as my instruments were gone,
my labours would have availed but little in the
task originally intended, that of examining nauti-
cally and hydrographically the upper part of the
Red Seav
1 retraced my steps to Keneh without inter-
ruption, by taking another route, descended the
Nile rapidly without suffering any impediments
to retard the progress of our vessel, and again
reposed from my toils in the hospitable mansion
of Colonel Missett, one of the most amiable and
worthy of men.
During my second stay at Cairo, 1 applied
myself with great zeal to the study of the Arabic
language, of which I had already acquired a
slight knowledge colloquially, and after making
some progress in it, assumed the dress of an
Egyptian Fellah, crossed the desert of Suez to
examine its port, returned by a more northern